
New Faculty Members to Replace Those Who Had to Withdraw  
 

Due to personal reasons, freelance editor Vie Herlocker, Wordwise Media Services agent 
Michelle Lazurek, Hartline agent Jim Hart, Apokedak Literary agent Sally Apokedak and Praise 
and Worship Leader Alison Everill have had to withdraw their commitment to be on our 2020 
MCWC faculty. Their replacements are the following: 

1. Vie Herlocker’s Major Morning Beginners’ Class – will be conducted by the MCWC 
director, Marsha Hubler.   

We’ll look at the language of publishing, the tools of the trade, formatting, writing 
techniques for fiction and nonfiction, editing your work, submitting your 
manuscript, and more. We’ll discover the sneaky mistakes that may mark you as 
a novice—and discuss how to find and fix them so that you have a better chance 
of being noticed! (And noticed for the right, rather than the wrong things.)       

 

Vie’s Monday evening activity “Using Word to Edit Yourself” will be replaced by Elk 
Lake editor Sue Fairchild, who will present “Exercise Your Editing Expertise.” 
 
Vie’s Wed. class at 3:30 “What Can I Expect from a Professional Edit?” is cancelled. 
 

2. Michelle Lazurek’s four afternoon classes will be replaced by the following: 
 

Wed. 1:30 – “Do You Have a Platform?”   

 Replaced by author Diane Stark: “Writing for Guideposts and “All Creatures”  

Diane won the Guideposts writing contest in 2018 and has become a regular 
contributor to the Guideposts family of magazines. In this workshop, she will 
explain the basics of writing for Guideposts and its sister publications and even 
show you a secret back door to breaking in to these challenging markets. 

 

Thurs. 1:30 – “From Conference to Contract (Writing a One-Sheet)” 

Replaced by Diane Stark: “Writing the Profile Piece: Someone Else’s Story” 

We all know people who have great stories to tell, but they aren't writers 
themselves. That's where we come in. In this workshop, Diane will teach you how 
to interview a person, ask the important questions, and get to the heart of their 
experience, and then write their story for publication in a magazine. (Hint: Every 
magazine prints profile pieces.) 

 



Wed. 2:30 – “Writing for Early Readers” 

Replaced by author Jeanette Levellie: “How to Start a Speaking Career” 

Jeanette has been speaking in a wide variety of venues for over twenty years 
with many repeat gigs. Learn from her vast experience how to start a speaking 
career, what mistakes to avoid, and how speaking will add credibility to your 
writing bio and help you sell books.  
 

Thurs. 2:30 – “12 Tips for Creating Character Profiles” 

Replaced by Jeanette Levellie: “Humor Sells” 

The world needs to chuckle more, and you can give them what they need when 
you learn to incorporate humor into your writing. Jeanette will show you ways to 
weave funny business into your articles, devotionals, and book manuscripts. 
When you help your readers laugh, you can attract a wider audience and 
increase your sales. 
 

3. Jim Hart’s workshops will be cancelled. 
 
 

4. Sally Apokedak’s major morning classes on children’s fiction will now be taught by 
Joyce Magnin. 
 

5. Praise and Worship Leader Alison Everill will be replaced by gifted musician Kathy 
Brittain. 
The Sunday evening Praise and Worship time and all the morning Praise and Worship 
times will be held. 
 
Alison’s Tuesday and Wednesday Songwriting Work-in-Progress will be replaced by 
Kathy Brittain. She will hold a ONE-DAY WIP on WEDNESDAY afternoon from 1:30 
to 4:15: 

What are the elements of a great song? What steps does it take to get a song 
published? We’ll find out. With a sympathetic ear, we will work together giving 
both musical and lyrical technical evaluation. We all want our music to praise our 
Savior and be a blessing others. Let’s work together to reach those goals. 
 
The Wednesday evening Singspiration will be conducted by Kathy Brittain. She will lead 
hymn singing and the review of the history of several of our most cherished hymns of the 
faith.  
 
 

 
 



 
 
 
 

The New Faculty Members Bios 
 
Marsha Hubler:  Marsha is the best-selling author of 21 books and has had experience 
publishing with royalty companies like Zondervan and Elk Lake Publishing and has also 
gone the self-publishing route for several of her books. Writing and editing other authors’ 
work for over 30 years, she has vast knowledge of all aspects of the business. She’s been 
the MCWC director since 2015. 
 
Diane Stark: Diane is all about the short stuff. She loves to write articles and personal 
experience pieces for Guideposts, Angels on Earth, and Mysterious Ways. She is a 
contributing editor at All Creatures Magazine and has been published in 50 Chicken Soup 
for the Soul books. She loves to teach others how to write the short stuff too. 
 

Jeanette Levellie: As a former history teacher and newspaper columnist, Jeanette is the 
author or co-author of 6 devotional/humor books & has contributed to ten anthologies, 
including two Chicken Soup for the Soul volumes. Her articles and stories have appeared 
in Focus on the Family, War Cry, and Country magazines. She recently began writing for 
Guideposts due to a class she attended here at Montrose! This is her fourth time to teach 
at Montrose, which she considers a slice of heaven on earth. Jen is the mother of two, 
grandma of three, and servant of three (cats). Find her splashes of hope and humor at 
www.jeanettelevellie.com 
 
Kathy Brittain: Kathy is pleased to be back at the Montrose Bible Conference where, as a 
young musician, she refined her musical skills, working with many Godly, talented 
artists. As an accomplished pianist, blending both old and new, her music has been a 
blessing to many folks. Having recently joined the ABWE missionary team, she and her 
husband, Bill, will be serving Liberians (West Africa) by helping the indigenous church 
through compassion and Gospel ministries. 
 

 


